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August 22, 2025

The Honorable Robert Rivas
Speaker of the Assembly
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Mike McGuire
President pro Tempore
Cadlifornia State Senate

1021 O Street, Suite 8518
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Urging Appropriation of Proposition 4 Climate Resilience Bond Funds

Dear Speaker Rivas and Pro Tem McGuire:



On behalf of the broad coalition of business, civic, water, and environmental leaders
represented above, we write 1o strongly urge the legislature to pass an appropriation
this session for the climate resilience investments authorized by Proposition 4. The
legislature and voters have already done the hard part by placing, and passing,
Proposition 4 on the ballot. Now it is time to meet that mandate by ensuring funds are
appropriated for these urgently needed projects beginning in fiscal year 2025-26.

As you know, Proposition 4 provides critical funding for projects that will protect our
communities from sea level rise, wildfires, extreme heat, flooding, and drought. These
investments are essential to safeguarding our infrastructure, housing, economy, and
public health in every region of California.

In the Bay Area alone, more than $62 billion of economic assets and 75,000 homes are
at risk from rising seas over the next generation. Cities, regional coalitions, and private-
sector partners are actively developing shovel-ready resilience projects—but they
require state partnership to move forward. What all projects—whether strengthening
resilience to sea level rise or wildfire or droughts—have in common is that the longer we
wait, the more costly they are to build and the more dangerous inaction becomes.

We urge you to appropriate Proposition 4 funds in the final FY 2025-26 budget
agreement and establish a transparent, expedited process to distribute those funds to
the most impactful and urgently needed projects. Thank you for your leadership and for
considering our views.

Sincerely,

Jim Wunderman
President & CEO
Bay Area Councill

Dennis Herrera
General Manager
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission

Joanne Webster
President & CEO
North Bay Leadership Council

Elizabeth Forsburg Pardi
Director, External Affairs and Policy
The Nature Conservancy

Josh Golka
Head of State Government Relations
Valley Water



Mark Northcross
Managing Principal
NHA Advisors

Jonathan Parfrey
President & CEO
Climate Resolve

Joshua Quigley
Policy Manager
Save the Bay

Eamon O’'Byrne
Executive Director
Sonoma Land Trust

Rosanne Foust
President & CEO
SAMCEDA

Thomas Grubler
CSO & Co-Founder
Ororatech

Jeff Emery

President
Perimeter Solutions

Valerie Pryor
General Manager
lone 7

Rachel Murphy
General Manager
Contra Costa Water District

Laura Tam
President & CEO
Bay Planning Coalition

Marcos Aguilar
Executive Director
Dignidad

Leah Atwood
Co-Director
Agroecology Commons



Nick Goulette
Co-Executive Director
Watershed Research & Training Center

TOGETHER Bay Area
Executive Director
Annie Burke

Ginny Cisneros
Administrative Director
Gateway Cities Council of Governments

Raymond Hiemstra
Associate Director
Orange County Coastkeeper/Inland Empire Waterkeeper

Susan Jordan
Founder & Executive Director
Cadlifornia Coastal Protection Network

Ashley Eagle-Gibbs
Executive Director
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin

Michael Geeser
Director of Government Affairs
CSAA Insurance Group

Amanda Brown Stevens
Executive Director
Greenbelt Alliance

Maura Monagan
Policy & Government Affairs Manager
Los Angeles Waterkeeper

Ben Stapleton
Executive Director
U.S. Green Building Council California

Katie Thompson
Executive Director
Save Our Shores

Pamela Kommen, MD
President
Fresno Madera Medical Society



James Apffel
Government & Public Relations Manager
Bloom Energy

Charley Wilson
President & CEO
Southern California Water Coalition



