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The State of California and the United States will submit their formal Expo 2020 candidacy 
application in 2011 and the Bureau of International Expositions (BIE) – the governing body of 
World Expositions – will likely announce the winning bid for Expo 2020 at the end of 2012.  
Currently, the United States is not a member of the BIE. The Bay Area Council plans to work with 
Congressional Representatives and the U.S. State Department over the next few months to reinstate 
the U.S. as a contributing member. 
  
The last Expo that was held in the United States was in 1984 in New Orleans. 
 

### 
 
 
About the Bay Area Council 
The Bay Area Council is a business-sponsored, public-policy advocacy organization for the nine-
county Bay Area. The Council proactively advocates for a strong economy, a vital business 
environment, and a better quality of life for everyone who lives here. Founded in 1945, the Bay 
Area Council is widely respected by elected officials, policy makers and other civic leaders as the 
voice of Bay Area business. Today, approximately 275 of the largest employers in the region 
support the Bay Area Council and offer their CEO or top executive as a member. Our members 
employ more than 4.43 million workers and have revenues of $1.94 trillion, worldwide. 
 

 


