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BAY AREA COUNCIL STATEMENT ON TOUR OF
PENINSULA HIGH-SPEED RAIL ROUTE

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Today, representatives of the Bay Area Council joined stakeholders
and elected officials from Peninsula cities to tour the Peninsula rail corridor and discuss issues
related to the future California High-Speed Rail.

The tour, hosted by Assemblyman Jerry Hill, D-San Mateo, was convened in response to a July 29,
2010 letter from Bay Area Council President & CEO Jim Wunderman that expressed concerns
about an attempt by five Peninsula cities to slow down the implementation of high-speed rail.

The tour also came on the heels of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood declaring this week that
California is, “...way ahead of the curve on high-speed rail,” and High-Speed Rail Authority CEO
Roelef van Ark remarking that, “If you don’t get the environmental process done by September
2011, you won’t get the funding...”

After today’s tour, Bay Area Council Vice President and Spokesman Joe Arellano issued the
following statement:

“Those who oppose high-speed rail understand that delay is their best weapon to kill the project.
There are ways to resolve issues and there are ways to stop progress. We greatly appreciate
Assemblyman Hill’s effort to bridge the differences amongst his constituents. However, the cities
of Menlo Park and Atherton are continuing to move forward with a challenge to the environmental
impact report of the San Francisco-San Jose portion of the high-speed rail line.

We refuse to stand by and let two small cities de-rail this historic multi-billion dollar project. By
slowing the environmental process down, Menlo Park and Atherton are trying to run out the clock
on high-speed rail.

We understand the concerns of Peninsula residents and we are sensitive to their apprehension about
having high-speed rail in their community. But we need to remember that Prop 1A was supported
by over 60 percent of San Mateo and Santa Clara County voters, and statewide it passed with over
53 percent support. The people of California and the Peninsula are counting on all of us to deliver.

High-speed rail is the perfect opportunity to execute a bold, statewide vision to prove to the people
of California that we are still capable of accomplishing big things. However, doing big things takes
big people. Instead of filing their petition to stop the EIR, Menlo Park and Atherton should take a
step back and work with the High-Speed Rail Authority to address the concerns of residents, find



an agreeable resolution and continue to move the process forward.”
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About the Bay Area Council

The Bay Area Council is a business-sponsored, public-policy advocacy organization for the nine-
county Bay Area. The Council proactively advocates for a strong economy, a vital business
environment, and a better quality of life for everyone who lives here. Founded in 1945, the Bay
Area Council is widely respected by elected officials, policy makers and other civic leaders as the
voice of Bay Area business. Today, approximately 275 of the largest employers in the region
support the Bay Area Council and offer their CEO or top executive as a member. Our members
employ more than 4.43 million workers and have revenues of $1.94 trillion, worldwide.



